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(57) ABSTRACT

An electronic device for detecting presence includes a hous-
ing and an infrared (“IR”) sensor. The housing includes an
outer surface having an opening formed thereon. The IR
sensor is disposed in the housing and adjacent to the opening.
The IR sensor has an unobstructed path and line of sight
through the opening to outside of the housing. The IR sensor
is configured to receive heat emitted by a person from outside
of the housing via the opening and to generate a signal in
response thereto.
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1
ELECTRONIC DEVICE AND METHOD FOR
DETECTING PRESENCE

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of the filing date
of U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/976,691, filed Sep.
11, 2013, the entire contents of which are incorporated by
reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to electronic devices and
methods for detecting presence, more particularly, to elec-
tronic devices and methods for detecting presence using an
infrared sensor.

BACKGROUND

Mobile devices such as cellular telephones, smart phones,
and other handheld or portable electronic devices such as
personal digital assistants (“PDAs”), headsets, MP3 players,
etc. have become popular and ubiquitous. As more and more
features have been added to mobile devices, there has been an
increasing desire to equip these mobile devices with input/
output mechanisms that accommodate numerous user com-
mands and/or react to numerous user behaviors. It is of
increasing interest that mobile devices be capable of detecting
the presence of, and determining with some accuracy the
position of, physical objects located outside of the mobile
devices and, more particularly, the presence and location of
human beings (or portions of their bodies, such as their heads
or hands) who are using the mobile devices or otherwise are
located nearby the mobile devices. By virtue of such capa-
bilities, the mobile devices are able to adjust their behavior in
a variety of manners that are appropriate given the presence
(or absence) and location of the human beings and/or other
physical objects.

While remote sensing devices such as infrared (or, more
accurately, near-infrared) transceivers have been employed in
the past in some mobile devices to allow for the detection of
the presence and/or location of human beings and/or physical
objects even based on their movement, such sensing devices
have been limited in various respects. In particular, some such
near-infrared transceivers in some such mobile devices are
only able to detect the movement of a human being/physical
object within a certain distance from the given transceiver, but
not able to detect the continuous presence of the human
being/physical object after the human being/physical object
stops moving or vice versa. Also, some such transceivers in
some such mobile devices are undesirably complicated,
require large numbers of components in order to operate, or
require optical elements that attenuate the received infrared
signals, which in turn renders such devices unduly expensive
and inefficient.

DRAWINGS

While the appended claims set forth the features of the
present techniques with particularity, these techniques may
be best understood from the following detailed description
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings of
which:

FIG. 1 is a top view of an electronic device, which is
depicted as a mobile device in the drawing, according to an
embodiment.
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FIG. 2 shows example components of the electronic device
of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a side view of a detection coverage area of the
electronic device of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a top view of an electronic device, according to
another embodiment.

FIGS. 5-7 show steps that may be carried out according to
various embodiments.

DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure sets forth an electronic device for
detecting presence using an infrared (“IR”) sensor. The IR
sensor is disposed below the speaker opening to avoid attenu-
ation of IR signals a top surface of the housing (e.g., cover
glass). In an embodiment, when the IR sensor detects the
presence of a person, who may be near the device (e.g.,
looking down at device), the device may carry out various
functions. In another embodiment, this IR sensor configura-
tion may be used to perform the IR proximity function, where
the device deactivates a touch screen of the device when a
person is very close to the device (e.g., the person is on a call).

In an embodiment, an electronic device includes a housing
and an infrared (“IR”) sensor. The housing includes an outer
surface having an opening formed thereon. The IR sensor is
disposed in the housing and adjacent to the opening. The IR
sensor has an unobstructed path and line of sight through the
opening to outside of the housing. The IR sensor is configured
to receive heat emitted by a person from outside of the hous-
ing via the opening and generate a signal in response thereto.

The IR sensor may be a thermopile sensor or a pyroelectric
sensor. In an embodiment, the IR sensor may be a thermopile
sensor configured to detect emitted heat having a wavelength
that ranges between about 5 to 100 micrometers.

In another embodiment, the IR sensor may be a sensor of
adjustable electrical gain and the device may further include
an accelerometer configured to detect motion of the device. If
the accelerometer detects that the device is moving, the
device adjust the gain of the IR sensor to a low electrical gain.
If the accelerometer detects that the device is stationary, the
device adjusts the gain of the IR sensor to a high electrical
gain. When the IR sensor has low electrical gain, it is used to
perform the IR proximity function. When the IR sensor has
high electrical gain, it is used to detect presence of a person.

The electronic device may further include a mesh material
covering the opening, and the mesh material may have one or
more openings that are at least partially aligned with the
opening of the outer surface of the housing.

The electronic device may further include an accelerom-
eter configured to detect motion of the device. If the acceler-
ometer detects that the device is moving, the device deacti-
vates the first IR sensor. If the accelerometer detects that the
device is stationary, the device activates the first IR sensorand
then activates the second IR sensor when the first IR sensor
receives heat emitted by the person.

The electronic device may further include a processor com-
municatively linked to the IR sensor. The processor may be
configured to receive the signal generated by the IR sensor
and detect the presence of the person based on the received
signal.

The processor may be further configured to initiate a noti-
fication if the presence of the person is detected.

The processor may be further configured to determine a
distance between the person and the electronic device based
on the received signal. In an embodiment, the processor may
adjust a notification volume based on the determined dis-
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tance. In another embodiment, the processor may change a
type of notification based on the determined distance.

The processor may be further configured to carry out a
function in response to the generated signal. The function
may be selected from the group consisting of answering a
call, dismissing a call, silencing a ringer, sending a call to
voicemail, turning on a screen, waking up the electronic
device, viewing the time, viewing new messages, scrolling a
screen, scrolling through photos, panning a map, magnifying
a view, switching audio mode, dismissing alert, silencing
ringer, forwarding call to voice mail, setting audio level,
steering audio toward user location, steering camera toward
user location, turning on camera for user confirmation,
authentication, or detection, and altering device functionality
based on distance between user and device.

In another embodiment, an electronic device includes a
housing, a first IR sensor, and a second IR sensor. The housing
includes an outer surface having an opening formed thereon.
The first IR sensor is disposed in the housing and adjacent to
the opening. The second IR sensor is also disposed in the
housing and adjacent to the opening. The second sensor has a
smaller target area than the first IR sensor. The first IR sensor
has an unobstructed path and line of sight through the opening
to outside of the housing. The second IR sensor has an unob-
structed path and line of sight through the opening to outside
of'thehousing. The first IR sensor is configured to receive heat
emitted by a person from outside of the housing via the
opening and generate a first signal in response thereto. The
second IR sensor is configured to receive heat emitted by the
person from outside of the housing via the opening and gen-
erate a second signal in response thereto.

Each of the first IR sensor and the second IR sensor may be
a thermopile sensor or a pyroelectric sensor.

The electronic device may further include a processor com-
municatively linked to the first IR sensor and the second IR
sensor. The processor may be configured to receive the first
signal and the second signal, detect the presence ofthe person
based on the first signal, and detect the proximity of the
person based on the second signal.

Each of the first IR sensor and the second IR sensor may be
a thermopile sensor or a pyroelectric sensor.

In yet another embodiment, an electronic device includes a
housing and an IR sensor. The housing includes an outer
surface having an opening formed thereon. The IR sensor is
disposed in the housing and adjacent to the opening, and the
IR sensor has an unobstructed path and line of sight through
the opening of the housing. The IR sensor receives heat emit-
ted by a person from outside of the housing via the opening
and generates a signal in response thereto. Based on the
generated signal, the device detects the presence of the per-
son.

If the device detects the presence of the person, the device
may initiate a notification. The device may initiate the noti-
fication by displaying a notification on a display unit of the
device, emitting a notification sound from the device, or
vibrating the device.

Based on the generated signal, the device may further
determine a distance between the person and the device.

In an embodiment, the device may adjust a notification
volume based on the determined distance between the person
and the device. The device may control the adjusted notifica-
tion volume so that it does not exceed an initial notification
volume.

In another embodiment, the device may change a type of
notification based on the determined distance between the
person and the device.
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In still another embodiment, the device may repeat the
initiated notification based on the determined distance
between the person and the device.

In response to the generated signal, the device may further
carry out a function. The function may be selected from the
group consisting of answering a call, dismissing a call, silenc-
ing a ringer, sending a call to voicemail, turning on a screen,
waking up the electronic device, viewing the time, scrolling a
screen, scrolling through photos, panning a map, magnifying
a view, switching audio mode, setting audio level, steering
audio toward user location, steering camera toward user loca-
tion, and altering device functionality based on distance
between user and device.

FIG. 1 is a top view of an electronic device 100, which is
depicted as a mobile device in the drawing, according to an
embodiment. The electronic device 100 includes a housing
110 and an IR sensor 120. The housing 110 includes an outer
surface 111 having an opening 112 formed thereon. The IR
sensor 120 is disposed in the housing 110 and adjacent to the
opening 112. The IR sensor 120 has an unobstructed path and
line of sight through the opening 112 to outside of the housing
110. The IR sensor 120 is configured to receive heat emitted
by a person from outside of the housing 110 via the opening
112 and generate a signal in response thereto.

In the present embodiment, the IR sensor 120 is an IR
receiver, and the presence detection system does not include
an IR transmitter. Here, the IR transmitter is a person near the
device 100, who may emit body heat or IR signal having a
wavelength of about 10 micrometers. To detect the heat emit-
ted by the person, the IR sensor 120 may be a passive heat
sensor (e.g., a thermopile sensor), or a heat motion sensor
(e.g., a pyroelectric sensor), or other heat sensors known in
the art. In an embodiment, the IR sensor 120 may be a ther-
mopile sensor configured to detect emitted heat having a
wavelength that ranges between about 5 to about 100
micrometers. In a preferred embodiment, the IR sensor 120 is
a thermopile sensor configured to detect emitted heat having
a wavelength that ranges between about 5 to about 10
micrometers. Because the IR sensor 120 has an unobstructed
path and line of sight through the opening 112 to outside of
the housing 110, emitted heat or IR signals received by the IR
sensor 120 are not attenuated by the top surface 111 (e.g., a
cover glass) of the housing 110, thereby creating a more
effective and efficient presence detection system.

The opening 112 is an opening typically used for a speaker
(e.g., the audio output device 218 of FIG. 2) disposed in the
housing 110. Although not shown, the speaker may be dis-
posed within the housing 110 and directly below the opening
112 (i.e., the speaker has an unobstructed path and line of
sight through the opening 112). As shown in FIG. 1, the IR
sensor 120 is disposed toward an end of the opening 112. In
other words, the IR sensor 120 shares the opening 112 with
the speaker. In various embodiments, the IR sensor 120 may
be disposed adjacent to the speaker.

In an embodiment, to prevent dirt or debris from entering
the opening 112, the electronic device 100 may further
include a mesh material (e.g., speaker mesh or speaker grille)
or a thin polyethylene film that covers the opening 112. The
mesh material may have one or more openings that are at least
partially aligned with the opening 112 ofthe outer surface 111
of the housing 110. In other words, the IR sensor 120 has a
substantially unobstructed path and line of sight through the
mesh material and the opening 112, because the mesh mate-
rial has very fine or small openings formed thereon. The mesh
material may cause some attenuation in the reception of IR
signals, but the openings in the mesh material are plenty and
will allow a large portion of the IR signal to pass through.
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In another embodiment, one or more optical element may
bedisposed between the IR sensor 120 and the opening 112 to
better direct emitted heat or IR signals to the IR sensor 120.
For instance, a lens may be disposed above the IR sensor 120
to control the field of view (“FOV”) of the IR sensor 120. The
FOV of'the IR sensor 120 defines the detection coverage area
or the detection target area of the IR sensor 120, which will be
discussed later with respect to FIG. 3. The lens may break up
the IR sensor 120’s FOV into multiple FOVs, tilt the IR sensor
120°s FOV in a different direction, or reshape the IR sensor
120’s FOV making it wider, narrower, or biased in certain
orientation. Accordingly, the lens may help direct the IR
sensor 120°s FOV to the target person. In various embodi-
ments, other optical elements may be employed, e.g., prisms,
prism arrays, combination of lenses and prism array, etc.

In still another embodiment, the IR sensor 120°s FOV may
be broken into two smaller FOVs. The first FOV may be used
to detect the presence of a person, and the second FOV may be
used to detect the proximity of the person. Thus, the first FOV
may be larger than the second FOV. The second, smaller FOV
allows the IR sensor 120 to detect the person when the person
is proximate (or close) to the device 100 (e.g., the person’s
face is proximate to the device 100 when the person is on a
call). If the IR sensor 120 detects that the person is proximate
to the device 100, then device 100 may deactivate a touch
screen of the device 100. In other words, the IR sensor 120
may be used to perform the IR proximity function.

The electronic device 100 may further include a processor
(e.g., the processor 204 of FIG. 2) communicatively linked to
the IR sensor 120. The processor may be configured to receive
the signal generated by the IR sensor 120 and detect the
presence of the person based on the received signal. If the
presence of the person is detected, the processor may be
further configured to initiate a notification or carry out other
functions.

FIG. 2 shows example components of the electronic
devices 100 of FIG. 1, in accordance with an embodiment of
the disclosure. As shown in FIG. 2, the internal components
200 include one or more wireless transceivers 202, a proces-
sor 204 (e.g., a microprocessor, microcomputer, application-
specific integrated circuit, etc.), amemory portion 206, one or
more output devices 208, and one or more input devices 210.
The internal components 200 can further include a compo-
nent interface 212 to provide a direct connection to auxiliary
components or accessories for additional or enhanced func-
tionality. The internal components 200 may also include a
power supply 214, such as a battery, for providing power to
the other internal components while enabling the mobile
device to be portable. Further, the internal components 200
additionally include one or more sensors 228. All of the
internal components 200 can be coupled to one another, and
in communication with one another, by way of one or more
internal communication links 232 (e.g., an internal bus).

Further, in the embodiment of FIG. 2, the wireless trans-
ceivers 202 particularly include a cellular transceiver 203 and
a Wi-Fi transceiver 205. More particularly, the cellular trans-
ceiver 203 is configured to conduct cellular communications,
such as 3G, 4G, 4G-LTE, vis-a-vis cell towers (not shown),
albeit in other embodiments, the cellular transceiver 203 can
be configured to utilize any of a variety of other cellular-based
communication technologies such as analog communications
(using AMPS), digital communications (using CDMA,
TDMA, GSM, iDEN, GPRS, EDGE, etc.), and/or next gen-
eration communications (using UMTS, WCDMA, LTE,
IEEE 802.16, etc.) or variants thereof.

By contrast, the Wi-Fi transceiver 205 is a wireless local
area network (WL AN) transceiver 205 configured to conduct
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Wi-Fi communications in accordance with the IEEE 802.11
(a, b, g, or n) standard with access points. In other embodi-
ments, the Wi-Fi transceiver 205 can instead (or in addition)
conduct other types of communications commonly under-
stood as being encompassed within Wi-Fi communications
such as some types of peer-to-peer (e.g., Wi-Fi Peer-to-Peer)
communications. Further, in other embodiments, the Wi-Fi
transceiver 205 can be replaced or supplemented with one or
more other wireless transceivers configured for non-cellular
wireless communications including, for example, wireless
transceivers employing ad hoc communication technologies
such as HomeRF (radio frequency), Home Node B (3G fem-
tocell), Bluetooth and/or other wireless communication tech-
nologies such as infrared technology.

Although in the present embodiment the device 100 has
two of the wireless transceivers 202 (that is, the transceivers
203 and 205), the present disclosure is intended to encompass
numerous embodiments in which any arbitrary number of
wireless transceivers employing any arbitrary number of
communication technologies are present. By virtue of the use
of the wireless transceivers 202, the device 100 is capable of
communicating with any of a variety of other devices or
systems (not shown) including, for example, other mobile
devices, web servers, cell towers, access points, other remote
devices, etc. Depending upon the embodiment or circum-
stance, wireless communication between the device 100 and
any arbitrary number of other devices or systems can be
achieved.

Operation of the wireless transceivers 202 in conjunction
with others of the internal components 200 of the device 100
can take a variety of forms. For example, operation of the
wireless transceivers 202 can proceed in a manner in which,
upon reception of wireless signals, the internal components
200 detect communication signals and the transceivers 202
demodulate the communication signals to recover incoming
information, such as voice and/or data, transmitted by the
wireless signals. After receiving the incoming information
from the transceivers 202, the processor 204 formats the
incoming information for the one or more output devices 208.
Likewise, for transmission of wireless signals, the processor
204 formats outgoing information, which can but need not be
activated by the input devices 210, and conveys the outgoing
information to one or more of the wireless transceivers 202
for modulation so as to provide modulated communication
signals to be transmitted.

Depending upon the embodiment, the input and output
devices 208, 210 of the internal components 200 can include
a variety of visual, audio and/or mechanical outputs. For
example, the output device(s) 208 can include one or more
visual output devices 216 such as a liquid crystal display
and/or light emitting diode indicator, one or more audio out-
put devices 218 such as a speaker, alarm, and/or buzzer,
and/or one or more mechanical output devices 220 such as a
vibrating mechanism. The visual output devices 216 among
other things can also include a video screen. Likewise, by
example, the input device(s) 210 can include one or more
visual input devices 222 such as an optical sensor (for
example, a camera lens and photosensor), one or more audio
input devices 224 such as a microphone (or further for
example a microphone of a Bluetooth headset), and/or one or
more mechanical input devices 226 such as a flip sensor,
keyboard, keypad, selection button, navigation cluster, touch
pad, capacitive sensor, motion sensor, and/or switch. Opera-
tions that can actuate one or more of the input devices 210 can
include not only the physical pressing/actuation of buttons or
other actuators, but can also include, for example, opening the
mobile device, unlocking the device, moving the device to



US 9,140,794 B2

7

actuate a motion, moving the device to actuate a location
positioning system, and operating the device.

As mentioned above, the internal components 200 also can
include one or more of various types of sensors 228 as well as
a sensor hub to manage one or more functions of the sensors.
The sensors 228 may include, for example, proximity sensors
(e.g., a light detecting sensor, an ultrasound transceiver or an
infrared transceiver), touch sensors, altitude sensors, and one
or more location circuits/components that can include, for
example, a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver, a tri-
angulation receiver, an accelerometer, a tilt sensor, a gyro-
scope, or any other information collecting device that can
identify a current location or user-device interface (carry
mode) of the device 100. Although the sensors 228 for the
purposes of FIG. 2 are considered to be distinct from the input
devices 210, in other embodiments it is possible that one or
more of the input devices can also be considered to constitute
one or more of the sensors (and vice-versa). Additionally,
although in the present embodiment the input devices 210 are
shown to be distinct from the output devices 208, it should be
recognized that in some embodiments one or more devices
serve both as input device(s) and output device(s). In particu-
lar, in the present embodiment in which the device 100
includes a touch screen display, the touch screen display can
be considered to constitute both a visual output device and a
mechanical input device (by contrast, keys or buttons are
merely mechanical input devices).

The memory portion 206 of the internal components 200
can encompass one or more memory devices of any of a
variety of forms (e.g., read-only memory, random access
memory, static random access memory, dynamic random
access memory, etc.), and can be used by the processor 204 to
store and retrieve data. In some embodiments, the memory
portion 206 can be integrated with the processor 204 in a
single device (e.g., a processing device including memory or
processor-in-memory (PIM)), albeit such a single device will
still typically have distinct portions/sections that perform the
different processing and memory functions and that can be
considered separate devices. In some alternate embodiments,
the memory portion 206 of the device 100 can be supple-
mented or replaced by other memory portion(s) located else-
where apart from the mobile device and, in such embodi-
ments, the mobile device can be in communication with or
access such other memory device(s) by way of any of various
communications techniques, for example, wireless commu-
nications afforded by the wireless transceivers 202, or con-
nections via the component interface 212.

The data that is stored by the memory portion 206 can
include, but need not be limited to, operating systems, pro-
grams (applications), modules, and informational data. Each
operating system includes executable code that controls basic
functions of the device 100, such as interaction among the
various components included among the internal components
200, communication with external devices via the wireless
transceivers 202 and/or the component interface 212, and
storage and retrieval of programs and data, to and from the
memory portion 206. As for programs, each program includes
executable code that utilizes an operating system to provide
more specific functionality, such as file system service and
handling of protected and unprotected data stored in the
memory portion 206. Such programs can include, among
other things, programming for enabling the device 100 to
perform a process such as the process for presence detection
and discussed further below. Finally, with respect to informa-
tional data, this is non-executable code or information that
can be referenced and/or manipulated by an operating system
or program for performing functions of the device 100.
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FIG. 3 shows a side view of a detection coverage area 300
of'the electronic device 100 of FIG. 1. The detection coverage
area 300 ofthe IR sensor 120 is shown in the y-z plane, which
may be represented by an angle 310. In the present embodi-
ment, the angle 310 may be about 120 degrees. In three-
dimensional space, the detection coverage area 300 of the IR
sensor 120 forms a substantially cone shape about the z-axis.

In other embodiments, if one or more optical elements are
used to reshape the FOV of the IR sensor 120, the angle 310
may be altered (e.g., reduced) as the FOV becomes more
targeted. In still other embodiments, the detection coverage
area 300 may be tilted in other directions, i.e., away from the
Z-axis.

FIG. 4 is a top view of an electronic device 400, according
to another embodiment. The electronic device 400 includes a
housing 410, afirst IR sensor 420, and a second IR sensor 422.
The housing 410 includes an outer surface 411 (e.g., cover
glass) having an opening 412 (e.g., speaker opening) formed
thereon. The first IR sensor 420 is disposed in the housing 410
and adjacent to the opening 412. The second IR sensor 422 is
also disposed in the housing 410 and adjacent to the opening
412. The second sensor 422 has a smaller target area than the
first IR sensor 420. The first IR sensor 420 has an unob-
structed path and line of sight through the opening 412 to
outside of the housing 410. The second IR sensor 422 has an
unobstructed path and line of sight through the opening 412 to
outside of the housing 410. The first IR sensor 420 is config-
ured to receive heat emitted by a person from outside of the
housing 410 via the opening 412 and generate a first signal in
response thereto. The second IR sensor 422 is configured to
receive heat emitted by the person from outside of the housing
410 via the opening 412 and generate a second signal in
response thereto. In another embodiment, if a mesh material
ora polyethylene film is disposed on the opening 412, the first
IR sensor 420 and the second IR sensor 422 would have an
substantially unobstructed path and line of sight through the
opening 412, as the mesh material or the polyethylene film
may cause some attenuation in the IR signals received.

Each ofthe first IR sensor 420 and the second IR sensor 422
may be a passive heat sensor (e.g., athermopile sensor), a heat
motion sensor (e.g., a pyroelectric sensor), or other heat sen-
sors known in the art. In the present embodiment, as the
second IR sensor 422 has a smaller target area than the first IR
sensor 420, the first IR sensor 420 may have a gain that is
different from the second IR sensor 422. The first IR sensor
420 and the second IR sensor 422 may have the same gain or
different gain. In another embodiment, the gains of the first IR
sensor 420 and the second IR sensor 422 may be controlled by
the size or shape of the opening 412. In still other embodi-
ments, the housing 410 may include two or more differently
sized openings to guide to first IR sensor 420 or the second IR
sensor 422, where these openings could have the same or
different orientation or directionality. Optionally, one or more
optical elements may be disposed between one or both of the
first IR sensor 420 and the second IR sensor 422 to achieve the
different sized target or coverage areas.

Since the first IR sensor 420 has a larger detection target
area than the second IR sensor 422, the first IR sensor 420
may be used to detect the presence of a person, and the second
IR sensor 422 may be used to detect the proximity of the
person. Due to its smaller target area, the second IR sensor
422 detects the person when the person is proximate (or close)
to the device 400 (e.g., the person’s face is proximate to the
device 400 when the person is on a call). If the second IR
sensor 422 detects the person as being proximate to the device
400, then device 400 may deactivate its touch screen. In other
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words, the second IR sensor 422 of the device 400 may be
used to perform the IR proximity function.

In an embodiment, when the person is walking with device,
only the second IR sensor 422 (the shorter range IR sensor) is
turned on or activated to perform the IR proximity function
(e.g., disabling the touch screen during a phone call). The first
IR sensor 420 (the longer range IR sensor) is turned off or
deactivated to minimize false detection while the device is
moving in the person’s hand. In this case, an accelerometer or
the second IR sensor 422 (or other touch sensors) in the
device, but not the not the longer range IR sensor (e.g., first IR
sensor 420) indicate presence.

In another embodiment, while device is stationary (e.g.,
placed on table), the second IR sensor 422 (the shorter range
IR sensor) may be turned on only after the first IR sensor 420
(the longer range IR sensor) detects the person’s presence. In
other words, the first IR sensor 420 is turned on before the
second IR sensor 422.

Although FIG. 4 illustrates that the first IR sensor 420 is
disposed at one end of the opening 412 and the second IR
sensor 422 is disposed at another end of the opening 412, the
present disclosure is not limited thereto. The first IR sensor
420 and the second IR sensor 422 may be disposed anywhere
below the opening 412, as long as each of the first IR sensor
420 and the second IR sensor 422 has an unobstructed path
and line of sight (or a substantially unobstructed path and line
of'sight if a mesh material is used) through the opening 412 to
outside of the housing 410.

The electronic device 400 may further include a processor
communicatively linked to the first IR sensor 420 and the
second IR sensor 422. The processor may be configured to
receive the first signal generated by the first IR sensor 420 and
the second signal generated by the second IR sensor 422.
Based on the first signal, the processor may detect the pres-
ence of the person. Based on the second signal, the processor
may detect the proximity of the person.

FIG. 5 illustrates a procedure 500 carried out by an elec-
tronic device (e.g., the electric device 100 of FIG. 1), accord-
ing to an embodiment. As discussed above with respect to
FIG. 1, the electronic device 100 includes the housing 110
and the IR sensor 120. The housing includes an outer surface
111 having an opening 120 formed thereon. The IR sensor
120 is disposed in the housing 110 and adjacent to the opening
112, and the IR sensor 120 has an unobstructed path and line
of sight through the opening 112.

At step 502, the IR sensor 120 receives heat or IR signal
emitted by a person from outside of the housing 110 via the
opening 120. At step 504, the IR sensor 120 generates a signal
in response to the received IR signal. Based on the generated
signal, the device 100 detects the presence of the person at
step 506. If any emitted heat or IR signal is received by the IR
sensor 120, then the device 100 will recognize that the person
is present.

At step 508, if the device 100 detects that the person is
present, the device 100 initiates a notification. The device 100
may initiate the notification by displaying a notification on a
display unit, emitting a notification sound, or vibrating the
device 100.

In another embodiment, in response to the generated sig-
nal, the device 100 may carry out a function. The function
may be selected from the group consisting of answering a
call, dismissing a call, silencing a ringer, sending a call to
voicemail, turning on a screen, waking up the electronic
device, viewing the time, scrolling a screen, scrolling through
photos, panning a map, magnifying a view, switching audio
mode, setting audio level, steering audio toward user location,
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steering camera toward user location, and altering device
functionality based on distance between user and device.

FIG. 6 illustrates a procedure 600 carried out by an elec-
tronic device (e.g., the electric device 100 of FIG. 1), accord-
ing to another embodiment. At step 602, the IR sensor 120
receives heat or IR signal emitted by a person from outside of
the housing 110 via the opening 120. At step 604, the IR
sensor 120 generates a signal in response to the received IR
signal. Based on the generated signal, the device 100 detects
the presence of the person at step 606. If the device 100
detects that the person is present, the device 100 then initiates
a notification at step 608.

When detecting the presence of the person at step 608, the
device 100 may determine the position or distance of the
person with respect to the device 100. At step 610, the device
100 may determine the position or direction of the person
with respect to the device 100. Using the determined direction
or position information, the device 100 may orient its display
screen so that the screen is easily readable by the person (e.g.,
orient the display screen so text or other display elements are
displayed right-side up from the person’s viewing perspec-
tive). At step 612, the device 100 may determine the distance
and/or a change in the distance between the person and the
device 100.

If the initiated notification at step 608 is an emission of
notification sound, then at step 614, based on the determined
position or distance of the person with respect to the device
100, the device 100 may adjust the notification sound volume.
As the person approaches the device 100 (i.e., the distance
decreases), the device 100 may control the adjusted notifica-
tion volume so that it does not exceed an initial notification
volume.

Optionally, at step 616, based on the determined position or
distance of the person with respect to the device 100, the
device 100 may change a type of notification based on the
determined position or distance between the person and the
device 100. For instance, the device 100 may emit a notifica-
tion sound when the person is first detected. When the person
is within a predetermined distance of the device 100 (e.g., the
person is close enough to the device to view the display
screen), the device 100 may stop emitting the notification
sound and change the notification to a display notification.

In other embodiments, the device 100 may repeat the ini-
tiated notification based on the determined distance between
the person and the device.

FIG. 7 illustrates a procedure 700 carried out by an elec-
tronic device (e.g., the electric device 400 of F1G. 4), accord-
ing to still another embodiment. As discussed with respect to
FIG. 4, the electronic device 400 includes the first IR sensor
420 and the second IR sensor 422. The first IR sensor 420 is
disposed in the housing 410 and adjacent to the opening 412.
The second IR sensor 422 is also disposed in the housing 410
and adjacent to the opening 412. The second IR sensor 422
has a smaller target area than the first IR sensor 420.

At step 702, the first IR sensor 420 receives heat or IR
signal emitted by a person from outside of the housing 410 via
the opening 412. The first IR sensor 420 then generates a first
signal in response to the received IR signal at step 704. Based
on the generated first signal, the device 400 detects the pres-
ence of the person at step 706. If the device 400 detects the
presence of the person at step 706, the device 400 may carry
out a function based on the detected presence at step 708.

In the present embodiment, because the second IR sensor
422 has a smaller target area than the first IR sensor 420, the
second IR sensor 422 might not receive emitted heat or IR
signal from the person until the person is proximate or close
to the device 400. When a person is within the target area of
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the second IR sensor 422, at step 704, the second IR sensor
422 receives heat or IR signal emitted by the person from
outside of the housing 410 via the opening 412. The second IR
sensor 422 then generates a second signal in response to the
received IR signal at step 714. Based on the generated second
signal, the device 400 detects the proximity of the person at
step 716. If the device 400 detects that the person is proximate
at step 716, the device 400 may carry out a function based on
the detected proximity at step 718 (e.g., deactivate a touch
screen of the device 400). In other words, steps 712-718
describe the steps for performing an IR proximity function
using the second IR sensor 422.

In another embodiment, steps 702-708 and steps 712-718
may be performed simultaneously, for instance, when a per-
son is already proximate to the device 400. In other embodi-
ments, the device 400 may perform steps 702-708 before
steps 712-718, for instance, when a person is first approach-
ing the device 400 and then becomes proximate to the device
400.

In yet another embodiment, the device may further include
an accelerometer or other motion sensor to detect the orien-
tation and movement of the device. The IR sensor may be a
sensor of adjustable electrical gain. If the accelerometer
detects that the device is being moved, the device switches the
IR sensor to low electrical gain. If the accelerometer detects
that the device is stationary, the device switches the IR sensor
to high electrical gain. When the IR sensor has low electrical
gain, itis used to perform the IR proximity function. When the
IR sensor has high electrical gain, it is used to detect presence
of a person.

If'the accelerometer detects that the device is placed upside
down (i.e., when the IR sensor is blocked), the device can turn
off the IR sensor to reduce power consumption.

It can be seen from the foregoing that an electronic device
and methods for detecting presence using an IR sensor have
been provided. In view of the many possible embodiments to
which the principles of the present discussion may be applied,
it should be recognized that the embodiments described
herein with respect to the drawing figures are meant to be
illustrative only and should not be taken as limiting the scope
of the claims. Therefore, the techniques as described herein
contemplate all such embodiments as may come within the
scope of the following claims and equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. An electronic device comprising:

a housing including an outer surface having an opening

formed thereon;

an infrared (“IR”) sensor disposed in the housing and adja-

cent to the opening, wherein the IR sensor has a line of

sight through the opening to outside of the housing, the

IR sensor being configured to:

detect, via the opening and from the outside of the hous-
ing, heat; and

generate a signal in response to detecting the heat; and

a processor communicatively linked to the IR sensor and

configured to:

receive the signal generated by the IR sensor;

determine, based on the signal generated by the IR sen-
sor, a distance between a person and the electronic
device;

select, based on the distance, a type of notification to
initiate in response to receiving the signal, wherein
the type of notification is selected from a group con-
sisting of a sound type of notification and a display
type of notification; and

initiate a notification that is of the type of notification
selected based on the distance.

12

2. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the IR sensor
is a sensor selected from the group consisting of a thermopile
sensor and a pyroelectric sensor.

3. The electronic device of claim 1, further comprising:

5 a mesh material covering the opening, the mesh material
having one or more openings that are at least partially
aligned with the opening of the outer surface of the
housing.

4. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein:

the IR sensor is a sensor having adjustable gain;

the electronic device further comprises an accelerometer

configured to detect motion of the device;

if the accelerometer detects that the device is moving, the

device adjusts the gain ofthe IR sensorto a low gain; and
ifthe accelerometer detects that the device is stationary, the

device adjusts the gain of the IR sensor to a high gain.

5. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the processor
is further configured to:

adjust a notification volume based on the determined dis-

tance in response to determining the type of notification

is a sound type of notification.

6. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the signal is a
first signal and the processor is further configured to:

receive a second signal generated by the IR sensor in

response to detecting heat;

determine a change in the distance between the person and

the electronic device based on the first received signal

and the second received signal; and

change the type of notification based on the change in the

determined distance.

7. The electronic device of claim 1, where in the processor
is further configured to carry out a function in response to the
generated signal.

8. The electronic device of claim 7, wherein the function is
selected from the group consisting of answering a call, dis-
missing a call, silencing a ringer, sending a call to voicemail,
turning on a screen, waking up the electronic device, viewing
40 the time, viewing new messages, scrolling a screen, scrolling
through photos, panning a map, magnifying a view, switching
audio mode, dismissing alert, silencing ringer, forwarding
call to voice mail, setting audio level, steering audio toward
the person’s location, steering camera toward the person’s
location, turning on camera for user confirmation, authenti-
cation, or detection, and altering device functionality based
on distance between the person and the device.

9. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the processor
is configured to determine the type of notification based on
the distance by at least:

determining that the type of notification is a display noti-

fication rather than a sound notification if the distance is

less than or equal to a predetermined distance threshold;
and

determining that the type of notification is a sound notifi-

cation rather than the display notification if the distance

is greater than the predetermined distance threshold.

10. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the signal is
6o a first signal and the processor is further configured to:
receive a second signal generated by the IR sensor in

response to detecting heat;

determine a change in the distance between the person and

the electronic device based on the first received signal

and the second received signal; and

stop the notification if the change in the distance is greater

than a predetermined distance threshold.
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11. A method comprising:
receiving, by a processor of an electronic device, a signal
generated by an infrared (“IR”) sensor of the electronic
device, wherein:
the IR sensor is disposed in a housing of the electronic
device and adjacent to an opening formed on an outer
surface of the housing;
the IR sensor has a line of sight through the opening to
outside of the housing; and
the signal is generated by the IR sensor in response to the
IR sensor detecting heat via the opening and from the
outside of the housing;
determining, by the processor, based on the signal gener-
ated by the IR sensor, a distance between a person and
the electronic device;

selecting, by the processor, based on the distance, a type of

notification to initiate in response to receiving the signal,
wherein the type of notification is selected from a group
consisting of a sound type of notification and a display
type of notification; and

initiating, by the processor, a notification that is of the type

of notification selected based on the distance.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the initiating of the
notification comprises at least one of displaying a notification
on a display unit of the device, emitting a notification sound
from the device, and vibrating the device.

13. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

adjusting a notification volume based on the determined

distance in response to determining the type of notifica-
tion is a sound type of notification.
14. The method of claim 13, wherein the adjusted notifi-
cation volume does not exceed an initial notification volume.
15. The method of claim 11, wherein the signal is a first
signal, the method further comprising:
receiving, by the processor, a second signal generated by
the infrared sensor of the electronic device;

determining a change in the distance between the person
and the electronic device based on the first received
signal and the second received signal; and

changing the type of notification based on the change in the

determined distance.

16. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

repeating the initiated notification based on the determined

distance between the person and the device.

17. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

carrying out a function in response to the generated signal.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the function is
selected from the group consisting of answering a call, dis-
missing a call, silencing a ringer, sending a call to voicemail,
turning on a screen, waking up the electronic device, viewing
the time, viewing new messages, scrolling a screen, scrolling
through photos, panning a map, magnifying a view, switching
audio mode, dismissing alert, silencing ringer, forwarding
call to voice mail, setting audio level, steering audio toward
the person’s location, steering camera toward the person’s
location, turning on camera for user confirmation, authenti-
cation, or detection, and altering device functionality based
on distance between the person and the device.

19. The method of claim 11, wherein the IR sensor is a
sensor selected from the group consisting of a thermopile
sensor and a pyroelectric sensor.

20. The method of claim 11, wherein the electronic device
comprises a mesh material covering the opening, the mesh
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material having one or more openings that are at least par-
tially aligned with the opening of the outer surface of the
housing.
21. The method of claim 11, wherein determining the type
5 of notification based on the distance comprises:
determining, by the processor, that the type of notification
is a display notification rather than a sound notification if
the distance is less than or equal to a predetermined
distance threshold; and
determining, by the processor, that the type of notification
is a sound notification rather than the display notification
ifthe distance is greater than the predetermined distance
threshold.
22. The method of claim 11, wherein the signal is a first
signal, the method further comprising:
receiving, by the processor, a second signal generated by
the IR sensor of the electronic device in response to the
IR sensor detecting heat via the opening;
determining, by the processor, a change in the distance
between the person and the electronic device based on
the first received signal and the second received signal;
and
stopping, by the processor, the notification if the change in
the distance is greater than a predetermined distance
threshold.
23. An electronic device comprising:
a housing including an outer surface having an opening
formed thereon;
an infrared (“IR”) sensor disposed in the housing and adja-
centto the opening, wherein the IR sensor has a first field
of view with a first line of sight through the opening to
outside of the housing and a second field of view with a
second line of sight through the opening to outside of the
housing, the IR sensor being configured to:
detect, through the opening, via the first field of view or
the second field of view, heat from the outside of the
housing; and
generate either a first signal in response to detecting the
heat via the first field of view or a second signal in
response to detecting the heat via the second field of
view; and
a processor communicatively linked to the IR sensor and
configured to:
initiate a first type of notification to in response to receiv-
ing the first signal generated by the IR sensor; and
initiate a second type of notification in response to
receiving the second signal generated by the IR sen-
sor, wherein the first and second type of notifications
are different types of notifications and selected from a
group consisting of a sound type of notification and a
display type of notification.
24. The electronic device of claim 23, wherein the proces-
sor is further configured to:
after initiating the first type of notification in response to
receiving the first signal generated by the IR sensor,
receiving the second signal generated by the IR sensor;
responsive to receiving the second signal generated by the
IR sensor, determining a change in distance between the
person and the electronic device; and
stop the first type of notification if the change in the dis-
tance is greater than a predetermined distance threshold.
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